Experience in the treatment of dedifferentiated chondrosarcoma.
Dedifferentiated chondrosarcoma is a rare, highly malignant variant of chondrosarcoma in which a high-grade spindle-cell sarcoma coexists with a lower-grade chondroid tumour. We have reviewed our experience with this neoplasm in 22 patients, all of whom were treated using modern oncological principles of planned resection and chemotherapy. Despite this the median survival was under nine months and only 18% were alive at five years. Those patients who received chemotherapy, and in whom wide margins of excision were achieved at operation, did best. It is essential to have an accurate preoperative diagnosis in order to plan treatment which may offer a better prospect of cure.